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THE NEWSLETTER OF MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, CLOVIS  

"THE MISSION OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IS TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS 

CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD." 

Memorial United  

Methodist Church 

1726 Pollasky Ave,  

Clovis Ca, 93612 

Office Hours:   

9 am to 1 pm  

559-299-4615 

E-Mail: memumc@ 

mem-umc.org    

Website:  http//

www.mem-umc.org 

 

Pastors 

Janette Saavedra  

Wang Pao Thao 

299-4615 

 

Office Manager:  

Becky Posey 

Office:559 299-4615 

Cell: 559-862-6950 

  

Facilities Manager 

Dorrie Osback-Rose 

559 392-0381 or 

Dorriecares@comcast.net  
 

Facilities Maintenance 
Team Leader 

Craig Eckert 559-250-1048 
 

 

 
 

MUMC Luau 
September 12th at 5:30 pm 

 

Break out your  

Hawaiian Shirt  and Mumu,  

For a  

Traditional luau meal....  

Entertainment and a silent auction. 
 

$25 per person, kids are $10,  

maximum of $75 for a family.   
 

PLUS: folks can buy a "souvenir pack" for $10  

that includes a souvenirs picture and  

beverage in a souvenir cup."   

(No free pictures this year)  
 

       Can you make an extra donation! 
              If we raise an extra $1,000. 

 Pastor Janette promises a unique,  

never before-seen entertainment performance  

during the luau (which will NOT involve the pastor wearing 

a bikini and grass skirt!!) 
 

Outside on the north lawn  

 to end about 7:30 - just after sunset 
 

Invite friends outside of the congregation  

to join in the fun! 
 

proceeds from the luau  

will go towards  

the youth mission trip  

and the MUMC  

general budget. 

mailto:Dorriecares@comcast.net
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August /September Birthdays  

Make A Joyful Noise! 

Do you enjoy making a joyful noise to the 
Lord?  The choir will begin rehearsals 

again on Thursday, August 20tt at 7 P.M. 

and we love having new singers.   

We work hard on Thursday, but have lots 

of fun too.   

If you are interested in our music ministry 
or have questions, please speak to Sue 

DeFranco or any choir member. 
 

The SECOND Saturday Cinema 
  

We gather in the Fellowship Hall  

at 4:30 p.m. 
 Bring a comfortable chair and 

 some munchies to share. 
 We will heat up our big 

popcorn popper .  
 

Augusts' Movie is  

The Terminal  
PG-13 

This movie is about a man (Tom Hanks) who 
becomes trapped in New York City's JFK 

International Airport terminal when he is de-
nied entry into the United States and at the 

same time cannot return to his native country 

due to a revolution.   

There will be no movie is September 
due to the Luau! 

 Ruby Spangler 08/01 

 Shoua Yang 08/01 

 Vang Lee 08/02 

 Shirley Loakes 08/02 

 Dorothy Doss 08/05 

 Mary Ann Jennison 08/05 

 Helen Tashjian 08/05 

 Janette Saavedra 08/06 

 Kathy Yang 08/06 

 Yer Her 08/07 

 Scott Hatfield 08/08 

 Darren Williams 08/08 

 Yer Vang 08/09 

Jim Posey 08/09 

 Ed Spangler 08/10 

 Shia Thao Yang 08/10 

 Lucy Gadberry 08/11 

 Rick Hutchinson 08/14 

 Bill Febuary 08/15 

 Karen Ledbetter 08/15 

 Shirley Monis 08/15 

 Ger Yang 08/15 

 Ozzie Hernandez 08/16 

 Carol Silva 08/17 

 Glynda Ward 08/18 

 Vernon Barkman 08/19 

 Viola Nutting 08/19 

 Mary Yang 08/20 

 Betty Anderson 08/21 

 Nicolas Chang 08/22 

 Guin Jenanyan 08/23 

 LaDonna Snow 08/24 

 Duane Wamsley 08/24 

 Wanda Swieso 08/25 

 Jim Linenbach 08/26 

 Craig Mitchell 08/26 

 Edie Dyer-Fottrell 08/27 

 Sheila Weyant 08/29 

   Christian Book Club 

The Christian Book Club is tak-

ing a break for the rest of the sum-

mer and will start up again in Sep-

tember  on Tuesday nights at 
7pm  the library    

 Newell Knudson 09/02 

 Diane Moua 09/02 

 Chia Me Vang 09/04 

 Cheryl Pachelbel 09/05 

 Leonard Babcock III 09/09 

 Pat Frey 09/09 

 Murtaza Shah 09/10 

 Xiong Yang 09/10 

 Michael Crosslin 09/11 

 Sharon Cannon 09/13 

 Mai Chao Vang 09/13 

 Concetta Adams 09/14 

 Pa Chang 09/14 

 Sara Glazebrook 09/16 

 Ka Yang 09/16 

 Katy Wamsley 09/18 

 Kang Bao Yang 09/18 

 Margee Hutchinson 09/20 

 Bea Trainer 09/20 

 Ruth Ehresman 09/23 

 Molly Lovgren 09/23 

 Amy Potter 09/24 

 Judith Barkman 09/27 

 Janette Erickson 09/27 

 Charen Polson 09/27 

 Pat Manske 09/30 

 

Dear MUMC, 

Thank you so 

much for allowing the flute 

choir to rehearse and perform 

at our church!  

The students have done very 

well , and I appreciate the 

church support! 

Gratefully, Jan Erickson 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JFK_International_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JFK_International_Airport
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Youth Group News  
 

Mission Summary 
Two hours from Albuquerque in the desert 
mountains of the Navajo Nation Reserva-
tion, lies the struggling community of 
Crownpoint. Houses are deteriorating and 
lack many of the amenities that we may 
take for granted. With no running water, 
many elderly residents are forced to use 
outhouses, which at their age, is a difficult 
task. But despite this extreme poverty, there 
is a beautiful presence in the community of 
Crownpoint. Many of the families embrace 
their rich history and traditions, while also 
carrying a strong faith in Christ. They want 
to see an end to the poverty that plagues 
their community, but simply lack the re-
sources to do so. To this end, Next Step 
Ministries has partnered with local leaders 
to help rebuild Crownpoint. [our youth] will 
have the opportunity to make much-needed 
repairs to existing homes, such as roofing, 
siding, drywall, stucco, flooring, ramps and 
other projects. Through this important 
physical labor, [we] will display the love of 
Christ to families and individuals seeking 
after His mercy and freedom. In addition to 
the challenging work projects, [we] will have 
the chance to spend time with community 
members and learn about life on the reser-
vation, leaving with a better understanding 
of Navajo Nation history and the problems 
facing their people.  

http://www.nextstepministries.com/crownpoint-

new-mexico-2/ 

  The Blessing of the Animals and  

Pet Adoption event  

will be held Saturday, September 26, 
from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. The Blessing 
service will start at 11AM.  Everyone is 
invited. Music and refreshments will be 
provided.  There will be animal rescue 
and service groups attending to provide 
information about their organizations. 

Last year we heard so many wonderful 
stories about how people were a bless-
ing to their pets, and how the pet was a 
blessing to its family.  Please come join 
us at this special event. 

August 31st 10am—3pm 
Christmas in Summer 

 
Everyone is invited to join in this FUN Day 

of friendship, learning, sharing,  
food and FUN! 

 
Led by Guin Jenanyan, we will join the 

Monday Quilters in making   
FUN table runners. 

 
Once these projects are finished they will 

be for sale at the November Boutique. 
 

Bring your sewing machine, iron, ironing 
board or blanket and your spirit of FUN. All 

fabrics will be provided.  
 

A FUN delicious lunch will be prepared  
by Stan Jenanyan. 

Did I say we will have FUN? 

Quilter’s Workshop Fun Day 

http://www.nextstepministries.com/crownpoint-new-mexico-2/
http://www.nextstepministries.com/crownpoint-new-mexico-2/
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Widows, Widowers, Divorced  

- Et Cetra 
 Our name has changed but the 
philosophy of this self-help experi-
ment has not.  We recognize grief 
is pandemic - no one can escape. 
Death, Divorce, et Cetera, shifts 
“who we are” and what do we do to 
mitigate this emotional storm we 
call grief. 
 Some of the storms in our 
lives have subsided.  Tears have di-
minished.  Acceptance has gradually 
crept in.  Friendship is celebrated. 
Our lives have been enriched.  And 
joy is attainable. 
 As we transition into the third 
full year of our program, it has be-
come apparent to me that the  ac-
knowledgement of our sorrows has 
become a glue (if you will) that  will 
sustain us. Our personal circum-
stances have changed.  We are on a 
path to a wholeness- however long it 
takes.  
 The door is open.  Come on in.  
Introductions and discussion of 
various topics for the first hour. At 
WWD we can express our feelings 
in any way we wish for we are sage 
in that room, surrounded by others 
who are sharing similar experiences 
and respect confidentiality. After-
ward this is followed by a table 
game (Farkle).  Always there is cof-
fee, fellowship, laughter and some-
times- goodies. 
 We meet the 2nd & 4th  
Saturdays each month beginning at 
10 a.m. in the Library. 
 

 

 

 

HELPING MEN GROW IN 

CHRIST, SO OTHERS MAY 

KNOW CHRIST 

MEMORIAL UMM MEETINGS  

August 1 and September 5, 2015 

 Upcoming meetings of the UMM include 
an opportunity to experience Chair Yoga led by 
Sonny Uwaoma.   Chair yoga participants learn 
stretching and flexibility and may also gain  im-
proved muscle tone, better breathing hab-
its, reduction of stress, better sleep, and a 
sense of well-being.  Our September meeting 
will center around a movie presented by Pastor 
Janette. All men of the church are invited for 
breakfast and the program.  Breakfast is served 
at 8:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 

Mission Thrift Shop 

August Sale 
Days 7th & 

8th  
Work days for  

August 4,11, & 25 

September Sale Days 4th & 5th 
Work days for September 1, 8, 22, & 29 

Donations gladly accepted  

Tuesdays & Thursdays from 9am-1pm  

and Sunday mornings. 

 

http://yoga.about.com/od/yogatherapy/a/yogaforstress.htm
http://yoga.about.com/od/yogatherapy/a/insomnia.htm
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       UMW News 

 August 31, 9am  
       UMW  Exec Board  
       Library 
 September 15,10am 
       UMW Meeting 
       Fellowship Hall 
 September 23, 1pm, Wesley 

Circle,  
       Fellowship Hall  

 
The Special Friends group did not meet in June 
but we did gather  July 9th at 2pm. The Scripture was from Romans 1:20, “From the time 
the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky and all that God made. They  
can clearly see his invisible qualities-his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no 
excuse whatsoever for not knowing God.” 
     The meditation was from, May-June issue of Mornings with Jesus and was written by Tricia 

Goyer. Last summer her family took a two thousand-mile road trip from their home in Arkansas to visit 

family in Montana. With few large cities on the path there wasn’t much to see along the way. There 

were rolling hills and sprawling Prairies. Mostly there was sky-lots of sky. And it’s the sky we remem-

ber most. 
There were lightening storms that danced and flashed in Wyoming. In Kansas, dark omi-
nous clouds were spinning above us like a washing machine drum. Thankfully they didn’t 
funnel down. In Montana we saw the largest rainbow we’ve ever seen. It stretched like a 
highway to heaven-so close we felt as if we could drive up to it and onward in to clouds. 
My preschoolers still talk about that rainbow and about how Jesus gave it to us that day. 
     Sometimes in life we get used to staring up at the same sliver of sky, that forget how 
expansive the sky really is...and its’ a good reminder of God’s eternal power and divine 
nature. 
     Have you taken time to wonder at the marvels of God’s creation? Did your hearts fill 
with awe as you felt, “He is here!?” Praise be to God! 
     This month I’m adding a new category to our visits-one of transporting one to various 
places to share with others. 
For two months we have made: 
 Visits Phone visits Cards/Notes Transported 
     11        32          27                 24 

Our next meeting will be August 13th at 2:00pm Mark your calendar and come join us! 
Closing thought: Take a drive outside of town and marvel at the sky that continues to 
stretch outwards. Thank Jesus for His eternal power and divine nature as you drive.  

Blessings, Lorraine May     

Special Friends  

 

 

  

 

Follow-up to  

January Seminar 

Did you  attended the Living 

Fully, Planning Well! Semi-

nar in January? Don’t forget 

to turn in “My desires for my 

Celebration of life service” 

paper to Pastor  Janette. 

Children's  Classes 

Children’s  Classes will begin 
again  on September 13th! 

There will be snack time at 
4:45 pm as people gather . 

Classes start  are from  

5 to 6 pm 

In the Fellowship Hall 
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The state of the financial position of 
UMMC is sound and healthy. We are 
almost at breakeven point. As of June 
2015 year-to-date, our income is at 49% 
of the budget. This is very close to 50% 
which is what it should be at this point. 
Our expenses are at 44% of the budget 
and it is lower than the 50% that it 
should be at this mid-point in the calen-

dar year. 

 We have paid our apportionment 
through  the month of May. We are only 
behind by one month-June. We hope to 
pay all our apportionment as we have 
been able to do in the recent past few 

years. 

 

 
 

 

Boutique News 

The annual Church Boutique 
 luncheon and craft sale will take place again this coming No-
vember 13th & 14th.  The Boutique group of ladies works all 
year, sewing, quilting, crocheting, knitting and crafts producing 
various items.  Proceeds from the sale go to various Church pro-

jects locally and around the world. 

Additionally members of the church have participated by donat-
ing handmade items to the sale.  We need the help of all of you 
again this year who are needle workers and craftspeople and 
can contribute items for our sale. It is not necessary that you 
attend the meetings but we invite you to attend the Wednesday 
morning sessions starting at 9:00 a.m.  Come and go as suits 
your time schedule.  Or drop in and see what's happening and 

what items others are working on.  Or just come and visit. 

 If you have questions or need help with a project please 
contact Carole Schweitzer at 299-3432.  And if you have an un-
finished project that you need help finishing we would be glad to 

give you a helping hand. 

Finance   

From the Pastor 

 As we enter August, families and teachers, administrators and staff - millions of people in our country turn 
their thoughts to the upcoming school year. Student athletes are focusing on football and cross country running. 
 I have always enjoyed football, though in recent years I don't follow it much.  But I actually DID run cross 
country in my senior year of high school. I was not particularly good at it, but I gave it a good effort. 
  
Here are a few things I remember of endurance running: 

1. I didn't actually like it.  I preferred shorter distances.  I went out for cross country because I wanted to 
have some structured, disciplined way of staying in shape for the track season.  The intellectual knowl-
edge that I needed to continue running in the off season was not a strong enough motivator to get me 
to put shoes on and hit the streets. 

2. It is easier to make it through great challenges when one has prepared oneself over an extended pe-
riod of time.  Running on flat ground, or even up the first slope could be accomplished with little to no 
training.  Being able to continue in the race up the second and third incline, the third or fourth mile, re-
quires a mature level of training. 

3. It is easier to do the hard things when you are with a friend who challenges and encourages 
you.  There are some running buddies who make you want to go a little further and a move a little 
faster.  There are also running buddies who would prefer to walk. Both kinds of buddies are needed! 

4. Being part of a caring community is a great motivator to greater participation and achievement.  Having 
one or two friends in the race was great.  Having an entire team take an interest in your well-being, 
encourage you through tough times and celebrate with you the milestones is fantastic!  It makes one 
EXCITED about getting in and doing more and doing better! 
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 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy that 
was set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart.” 
Hebrews 12:1-3 NIVUK 
 On July 1 MUMC began a year long program to read through the entire New Testament.  As 
I write this column, we are beginning the book of Hebrews.  The above text from Hebrews us one of 
my favorite scripture passages.  It immediately follows a list of people who were faithful servants of 
God.  Being reminded of their witness, we are encouraged to persevere, following Christ's example 
every day. 
 I was reflecting on how easy it is to "throw in the towel."  When we look at our world, see the 
way selfishness and greed have distorted the priorities of governments, corporations, cultures, we 
can become discouraged.  Sometimes it seems an insurmountable obstacle is before us.  There are 
so many layers of pain, brokenness and maliciousness.  What can be done to make a real change 
in this world?  Is it even possible to make a dent in the suffering? 
  
The answer is : Yes!  It is possible to make a change. 
  
 The change begins with the lifelong work of being faithful followers of Jesus.  We can't ex-
pect the world around us to be loving, giving, forgiving, gracious and peaceable, if we ourselves are 
not willing to get ourselves in shape to do this work.  It is the most important endurance course we 
will ever face!  
 To effectively mature in this kind of training it is important to find a source of structure and 
discipline to help us train.  Regularly participating in worship, Bible study, and service can help us 
find those areas within that are not fully in line with God's love. 
     We need to engage in these practices year-round, every year.  When life becomes especially 
challenging is a super hard time to start to develop one's ability to be loving and gracious! 
      It is good to have friends who bring out the best in us, and friends who encourage us to not be 
so hard on ourselves.  Having long-time friends is a treasure. Changing patterns and meeting new 
people, making new friends, can help us find the support we need, no matter what unexpected turns 
are in our life's path. 
      Being part of a community of people who love us and care about us and lift us in prayer is a 
source of strength that can be found nowhere else in life.  Let our congregation be that community 
for one another. 
 So, indeed, let us throw off ANYTHING that hinders us from faithfully following Jesus all the 
days of our lives.  Let us live each day fully, looking to the pioneer and perfect or of our faith to help 
us make it through each day.  Let us be for one another friend and community, nurturing each one 
with grace and love, so that we may joyfully run with perseverance the race that is  
    before us!                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                         
  -js 



Memorial United Methodist  

Church of Clovis  

1726 Pollasky Ave                   

Clovis, CA 93612   

CHURCH PHONE: 559-299-4615 

CHURCH E-MAIL: memumc@mem-umc.org 

 

 WWD & et Cetera 

We are hosting an 

All Church Potluck 
On August 8th 

The Grief Group will furnish the pot luck 

The church is invited to attend the session  

& stay for lunch. 

 

Dr. Fiala will be the guest speaker  

Topic “Repercussions” 

mailto:memumc@mem-umc.org

