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GOOD NEWS! 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6 –  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 7  

THE NEWSLETTER OF MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, CLOVIS  

"THE MISSION OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IS TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS 

CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD." 

LIVE NATIVITY EVENT               DEC. 10-11, 2016   

You and your family & friends are invited to the  
Live Nativity event between 6:00-8:00 p.m.    

It is Memorial UMC’s walk-through  
telling of the Christmas story, featuring live actors and animals, music,  

and the story of Jesus’ birth told through scripture.  
 Refreshments including 

 cookies, cocoa, cider and hot dogs  
are provided at the end of each walk.  

 Make this an  Annual Christmas tradition!  

  Walk through rehearsal  Dec 9th at 6:30pm 

Advent Dinner 
Come out on  

SUNDAY, Dec. 4 
for food, fellowship, and fun!   
This potluck party will get you                                                                          

In the Christmas mood 
 so don't miss it!   

 

Decorating starts at 3pm 
Gather at 5:30 pm 
Dinner at 6:00 pm 

Look for a sign-up sheet in the narthex or contact the church office to  
reserve a seat. Let us know if you would like to host a table  

we look forward to enjoying your decorations. 

mailto:Dorriecares@comcast.net


P A G E  2   Upcoming Events 

Longest Night Soup Supper 
December 21 is the longest night of the year.  In the 
heart of a time of busy celebrations, many people 
find they are surrounded by the darkness of depres-
sion, loneliness, grief, despair. Many people strug-
gle with promoting joy when our world is so clearly 
broken and so many people are suffering. 
 
Each year we have a special time of worship on 
December 21.  We start at 6 pm with soup supper 
together.  Then we have a time to reflect on the pain 
of the world, and the deepest meaning of Christ's 
birth. 
 
Anyone and everyone is invited to participate in this 
service.  Look around to see who is not usually part 
of our faith community and invite them to come with 
you to the simple and 
beautiful evening to-
gether. 
 
Dinner at 6 pm 
worship about 6:45 
pm. 
 
Let pastor know if you can bring a crock pot of soup 
for the dinner. 

 

Christmas Tea 
 
 
 

Saurday 
December 3rd at 12:30 pm 

 

Entertainment will be 

”Harps at Play”,  

Anita Pozeion and friends. 

Bring a dish of finger food 

to share. 

You may host a table and  

invite your friends, family 

and neighbors. 

For table reservations call 

Edie Dyer-Fottrell 264-4665 

FRESNO AND CLOVIS 

 CHRISTMAS PARADES   
Memorial UMC has entered a Live Nativity 

float in BOTH the Fresno and  

Clovis Christmas Parades on Dec 3rd. 
 The Fresno Parade is on Saturday morning  

at 10:45 am 

 The Clovis Parade is on Saturday  

   at 6:30 pm 

If you would like to help by helping build the 
float, being on the float, walking the parade 

route in Nativity costume,  

handing out Live Nativity flyers  

during the parades  

or driving the parade vehicle,  

please call Connie Alfaro  

A Great way to begin 2017 

Start the new year by doing something to help others: 

Circuit-wide Stop Hunger Now packing event  
 

at Oakhurst New Community UMC  

49223 Rd 426, Oakhurst, CA 93644   
 

Gather / Registration at 9:30 am 

Packing 10-Noon 

Followed by clean-up 
 

Bonus for youth:  

A circuit-wide lock-in will be held in the Oakhurst 
church beginning at 6pm on Friday, Jan. 6. 
Check with Sara Glazebrook (559) 455-7960  
for details  
 



P A G E  3  Advent Classes 

The Redemption of Scrooge 

 

 

 

 

 

Or 

What:  Ebenezer Scrooge is a man in dire need 
of a second chance. Is redemption possible for 

such a greedy, dark and sad character? The Re-
demption of Scrooge, from Matt Rawle’s The 

Pop in Culture Series, shows us how the teach-
ings of Jesus can be found in Dickens’ Christmas 

classic. From the ghosts of Christmas past, to 
the Life of the present, and the resurrection of 
Christmas future, this Advent study will “bless 

us every one” and reinvigorate our spiritual jour-
neys as we look at this familiar story through the 

lens of faith. 

An Interactive study will be on Mondays 
  November 28,   December 5, 12 and 19,  

 Fellowship Hall   3:15 - 4:45 pm. 
 
This is an Interactive study, a discussion of the 
scriptures,    
 
 
 
 
followed by singing the re-
lated carols and  
 
 
 
 
 
concluding with  coloring a Christmas picture.    
 
 
 
 
 
This is an opportunity to reflect on the stories of 
Advent and Christmas and end with a stress re-
ducing craft. 
Sign ups are encouraged - that assures adequate 
materials. 
 
Facilitator,  Lucy Elgin..  
RSVP –to Lucy 322-8525 or the church office  

Christian Book Club 

  The Christian Book Club is now reading  
.  “Transitions” 

A Nurse’s Education About Life and Death 
Author Becki Hawkins 

Book avalible $7 
Join us on Tuesday Nights  

at 7 pm in the library. 

When:  Sundays during Advent at 10:00 am 

November 27 and December 4, 11, and 18 

Where:  MUMC Lose Library  

Facilitator, Andy Hansen-Smith 

When: Wednesdays during Advent at 7:30 

am  

November 30 and December 7, 14, and 21 

Where: Denny’s is at 710 W Shaw in Clovis. 

(Major cross streets: Shaw and Willow) 

Advent - the time in the Christian calendar 
 that we prepare our hearts  for the coming of our Messiah! 
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We have a new Bishop!   
MUMC will be hosting an opportunity for the United Methodists in our area to meet her: 

 Reception to meet Bishop Minerva Carcaño 
 Saturday, December 17 at 2 pm  

We begin in our sanctuary, with refreshments to follow in the Fellowship Hall 
Our Conference website shares this background on our new 
bishop: 
In 2004, Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño became the first Hispanic 
woman to be elected to the episcopacy of The United Methodist 
Church, the second-largest Protestant denomination in the U.S. 
Today, she is one of 69 active bishops leading more than twelve 
million members of her denomination worldwide. She currently 
serves as Bishop of the San Francisco Area of The United Method-
ist Church, and is an official spokesperson for the United Method-
ist Council of Bishops on the issue of immigration. Bishop Carcaño 
is a graduate of the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley and 
Perkins School of Theology of Southern Methodist University. 
 

(For more complete biographical information visit http://
www.cnumc.org/bishop) 
 

 
Please make a special effort to be present at 

2 pm on December 17 to meet our new Bishop! 

New Art Class will be offered 
 Beginning in January, anyone interested 
in learning more about and practicing their 
skills at drawing and painting can join Roberto 
Carlos in the MUMC library from 6-8 pm.  This 
class is offered as a “drop-in,” so you can come 
the weeks that fit your schedule.  The supplies 
are provided, and each participant is asked to 
drop $2 in the “replenishing can” each week 
they are present.  The class is recommended 
for people in junior high and older, though 
some who are younger than that may also en-
joy this opportunity.  It is a no-stress way to 
unwind at the end of a 
work-week!  Invite your 
family, friends and 
neighbors to join you in 
developing visual artistic 
expression - it will be fun 
for all who gather!   
   Hope to see you there! 

A special Christmas celebration! 
This year Christmas day is on Sunday!   

We will have  

One worship service at 11:15 a.m. 

to celebrate this wonderful day. 
No Sunday School Classes this day.   

 
Following worship, our Fellowship Time  

will feature: 
 

A Birthday Party for Jesus! 

 
 

 
 

 

We will have birthday cake and other goodies. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BRING A GIFT FOR BABY 

JESUS:  we will gladly receive items for babies 

and new moms to be donated to the Pregnancy 

Care Center. 

 Upcoming Events 
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UMW News 

Dec 3 12:30 pm Christmas Tea. 
         Bring a dish of finger food to share. 
“Harps at Play: Anitta Pozeion and friends will 
entertain us. 

After the program we will stuff stockings for Sierra Villa. 
 

Jan 2-2 pm -Ex Board 9am Planning for 2017,  
 In the Library 
 

Jan 15,10 am-Bake Sake for ladies of our church to receive a 
1/2 scholarship to retreat at ECCO on March 10-12, 2017 
 

Jan 17-11:45am  -Unit Meeting In the Fellowship Hall  
 

Jan 25-2pm- Wesley Circle  -In the Fellowship Hall 

 TEAMS AND MINISTRIES 

Holiday Boutique 2016  

 Holiday Boutique 2016 is in the record books 
and what a time we had!  We had help from inside 
and outside our church.     Thanks to our cooks Stan 
and Guin Jenanyan and their helpers; we were 
served a wonderful lunch on Friday and to many    
volunteers who made soups for Saturday.   
 Our handmade things were beautiful  and 
Geek Items many of which were sold at Zapp-Con by 
Pastor Janette and her family. Thanks to all who 
brought fudge, brownies, cookies, jam and other 
sweets for our Country Store; it all sold.  Our drawing 
winners were:  Mary Ettelson’s daughter-in-law   
Claudia won the quilt (pieced by Linda Maxwell 
quilted by Mary Ettelson)   Barbara and her Mom    
Karen Tiscareno (Friends of Ruth Ehresman) were 
THRILLED to win the dolls, outfits and accessories 
(made by Judy Taylor), and Alyce Takahashi won the          
afghan (made by Gwen Emmick).  You also will be 
happy to hear that the    Boutique Group will be mak-
ing a $5000.donation towards our apportionments.   
 Wednesday Meetings will resume on January 
11th at 9am in the Fellowship Hall. Come and join in 
the fun. 

So, thanks to all for another successful boutique! 

"DREAMING OF A 
GREEN  

CHRISTMAS"  

SPECIAL FLOWER      
REQUEST  

 Every year we   
generously donate 
toward the purchase 
of poinsettias, which lend their vibrant 
red and green colors to the season's 
decorations.        
 At the end of the season, some poinset-
tias go home to bring cheer there 
too.  Unfortunately, many of these do-
nated poinsettias are left behind and are 
often thrown away in January or Febru-
ary.    
 Let's go green and start a new tra-
dition of flowers which are beautiful for 
the season and hardy enough for the 
valley.  The flower request this year will 
offer a choice: poinsettias and red blos-
somed cyclamen. Cyclamen have dark 
green leaves and upturned blossoms, 
and can last for many years indoors or 
outdoors.   
 During this season of celebration, 
we need to show extra care for God's 
beautiful world. With a little creativity and 
imagination, we can reduce the environ-
mental impact of the Christmas season. 
For more ideas on how to have a merry 
and sustainable Christmas, check out 
this link:  http://eartheasy.com/

http://eartheasy.com/give_sustainchristmas.htm
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TEAMS AND MINISTRIES 

 

 Scouting Ministries 
Mike Feist reports 

 

 I am beginning the PRAY classes with 
Boy Scouts (Scouting Ministry).  This is the 

largest class I have ever had.  There are 7 boys for the 
"God and Church" classes (11-13yrs), on Tuesday from   
6-7PM in room 4 of the Fellowship Hall.  They are already 
signing up to be an Acolyte on Sundays.  I expect one boy 
for each service.  Last night I taught them how to light the 

candles, and to "Outen" (Pennsylvania Dutch lingo) them. 

 The "God and Life" (14-18yrs) classes begin    
tomorrow night, Thursday from 6-7PM, in the same 

room.   I have two confirmed, but  expect five or more. 

Have you completed your  
“Where Do You Fit?” Survey and  

Estimate of giving for 2017? 
 

 If you have not turned yours in yet there are 
copies of both these documents available in the nar-

thex. 

 As you prepare to make your estimate of 
giving for 2017, everyone is encouraged to "strive to 

tithe." A tithe is 10% of your income.   

   WHY A TITHE?  The concept of tithing was 
established by God, as we read in the Bible. By mak-
ing a commitment to tithe we turn away from worldly 
ideas that more money will bring a satisfying 
life.  The spiritual discipline of tithing helps us rest in 
confidence that it is God who provides for our needs, 
God's love that brings satisfaction to our lives.  We 
turn away from the mindset of scarcity and the calls 
to have "more, more, more!" We embrace the truth 
that God provides enough.  As we share what we 

have our lives actually become richer. 

       If you are currently tithing then you know for 

yourself this is true. 

       If you are not yet tithing, you are encouraged 

to give it a try for yourself.  If you do not feel you can 

do the full 10% in the coming year, then try to   "Step 

up to tithing": increasing your support by 1% more 

than what you are currently giving. (If you are giving 

7% now, strive for 8% in 2015) 

 It is hoped that as the year comes to a close 

people will be able to complete their pledges for 2016 

and continue to generously support the ministries of 

MUMC.   

Special Friends 

October 

Pray without ending 

How many times have you heard people say:”All I 

can do is pray?” 

All I can do is pray? You might as well say to a 

staving man:”All I can offer you is food” or to a 

sick person:”All I can offer you is medicine that 

will make you well” or a poor child “All I can do 

is buy the toy you most want for your birthday.” 

Praying unlocks the doors to Heaven and releases 

the power of God. James 4:2 says:”You do not have 

because you do not ask.” The Bible says:”Be anx-

ious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests 

be made to God” (Phil. 4:6) 

Lord thank you for being my constant Compan-

ion in the journey of life. 

Visits 13, Calls 9, Notes and Cards 27, Transporta-

tion 6 

November 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your heart...And be 

thankful. (Colossians 3:15) 

Thankfulness isn’t our usual response when some-

thing goes wrong. We may have a hundred good 

things for which to be thankful—but let one have 

one bad thing happen, and it’s all we think 

about! 

But the Bible says  “in everything give thanks.”  

No matter what happens we ate to give thanks. 

Cultivate a spirit of thanksgiving in your life. 

Thank God for every blessing He gives you. Thank 

Him that they aren’t worse, and you are sill in 

His hands. 

Visits 16, Calls 22, Notes and Cards 14 
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TEAMS AND MINISTRIES 

 

Beginning in August of 2015, through a series of 

meetings and gatherings, MUMC began to seri-

ously and prayerfully ask, “What is the ministry 

God wants us to be doing?” and “What changes 

and/or upgrades to our facilities are needed to al-

low this ministry to flourish?”   
 

We can see that God has brought to our campus 

people of all ages and from different cultures and 

languages.  We believe God wants us to help 

make disciples of all these people. 
 

One thing we began to understand was, in order to 

grow ministries with families, we need to have a 

strong Christian Education program.  In order to 

have a strong Christian Education program, we 

need to have both our English Language Ministry 

(ELM) and Hmong Language Ministry (HLM) on 

campus at the same time on Sundays.    
 

Again, we had more prayerful meetings.  We ex-

perimented with different Sunday morning sched-

ules.  We evaluated each different schedule.  We 

weighed the pro’s and con’s of each.  We listened 

respectfully to each other.  We prayed some more. 
 

Through the conversation, the experiences and the 

prayer, we are coming to see that we cannot ac-

complish the fullness of the ministries God is ask-

ing us to do without expanding and upgrading our 

facilities.   
 

A HAPPY ADDITION: At the end of May 2016 our 

partner congregation was officially chartered: 

Fresno Korean UMC.  (Yes, they have shared the 

campus with us as a “fellowship” for 20 years – and 

are now finally an official congregation! Congratula-

tions to Pastor Kim and all the members of Fresno 

Korean UMC!)  Having this mile-stone in place, the 

congregation desires to be our partners in expand-

ing our shared facilities!  There is building excite-

ment to partner with us in developing and expand-

ing ministries with children and youth, as well.  

Yea! 

After many congregational meetings, with discus-

sion and recommendation from the Network (our 

elected ministries leaders), at the September 

meeting of the Administrative Support Team the 

“Dream Team” was officially asked to develop 

plans to upgrade and expand our facilities to allow 

our ministries to thrive. These plans should in-

clude adding another worship center, more class 

rooms, and possibly another kitchen and fellow-

ship hall. Other upgrades include making the 

property more secure, adding video signage, add-

ing fresh paint and carpeting in some areas, and 

more. 

 

The Dream Team is so named because they are 

helping the congregation to transform its hopes 

and dreams for ministry into reality.  

 

Already some folks are raising concerns about 

funding for such a project.  Undoubtedly the con-

gregation will be asked to contribute toward a 

capital campaign.  Yet we should not succumb to 

negativity over issues of money.  While that 

seems HUGE to some people, we remember that 

“what is so big to us, is not so big to God.”  We 

remember that there was a LOT of prayerful delib-

eration and discussion that has led us to this 

place.  And, we remember, that if God has led us 

here, God will lead us forward through challenges 

and obstacles: even financial ones. 

 

Your prayers for wisdom and guidance for the 

Dream Team are eagerly encouraged.  Your 

prayers for the hearts and minds of the congrega-

tion to be united in Christ as we develop and ex-

pand ministry are also deeply appreciated.   

 

The Dream Team is still being developed.  If you 

would like to serve on this team, please talk with 

Pastor Janette. 

 

Dream Team is working for YOU! 



P A G E  8  

TOY DRIVE.  

This year our toy drive 
will be partnering with 
the MUMC Pantry and 

Grace UMC. People 
that are served by our 

pantry can sign-up to receive toys 
for their children as they come into 

the pantry.  Toys will be handed 
out in Dec along with their food. 

December January Birthdays 

 Wanda GRIMSLEY 12/01 

 Nancy ENLOE 12/02 

 Michael UWAOMA 12/04 

 John HER 12/05 

 Sharon HUTCHINSON 12/05 

 Erin PACHELBEL 12/05 

 Wang Pao THAO 12/05 

 Cecelia ACTON 12/06 

 Yia Lee XIONG 12/09 

 Karolyn LAMBERT 12/10 

 Chon Koua XIONG 12/10 

 Cha Wa YANG 12/15 

 Michelle YANG 12/16 

 Kong meng XIONG 12/18 

 Bea BANNISTER 12/20 

 Gwen EMMICK 12/22 

 Kristi HARKINS 12/22 

 Robert MARKLAND 12/23 

 Fue THAO 12/27 

 Lisa VANG 12/27 

 Lois AMES 12/29 

 Kevin LEE 12/29 

 Yer XIONG 12/31 

 Seng LEE 01/01 

 Mao VANG 01/01 

 Shelby COX 01/04 

 Bill ROSE 01/04 

 Vernon CROOKE 01/06 

 Pa MOUA 01/08 

 Andrew ZASTOVNIK 01/08 

 Christine UWAOMA 01/09 

 Mary VOLLMAN 01/09 

 Bee XIONG 01/10 

 Lee XIONG 01/10 

 Wiley HARKINS 01/11 

 Pa Nhia YANG 01/12 

 Pang Ying YANG 01/12 

 Chue THAO 01/15 

 Margie COX 01/21 

 Jenny XIONG 01/22 

 Richard ALEXANDER 01/24 

 Norma CROOKE 01/27 

 Rodger PACHELBEL 01/27 

 Rick# SNOW 01/27 

 Corinne WILLIAMS 01/29 

                
                The Mission  
   Thrift  Shop  

            Customer  
                Appreciation Day                     

             Dec 2nd & 3rd  

Cider and Cookies will be served  
Work days for December are the 13th & 27th 

January Sale Days 6th & 7th 
Work days for January are the 10th & 24th 

 

Donations gladly accepted: 
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 9am-1pm  

and Sunday mornings. 
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  There can be no denying that 2016 has had 
more than the usual amount of “negative energy” flowing.  
There is PLENTY about which to grumble!  As we learn 
from the story of Zacchaeus, there are times when it is 
important to climb up above the grumbling crowds to 
catch a glimpse of something beautiful and holy. 
 This year MUMC has done a LOT of experiment-
ing!  We have been seeking ways to work together as a 
congregation, across languages and cultures, to 
strengthen and expand our ministries.  These experi-
ments have allowed beautiful and holy activities to hap-
pen in new and powerful ways! (Please see the “Dream 
Team” article elsewhere in this newsletter.) 
 One of our experiments was to try some different 
types of “Outreaching Ministries.”  Two new ministries 
were embraced through this new approach: 
 Yoga – is now offered at MUMC twice weekly!  On 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings people gather at 9 
a.m. for “regular” yoga, and at 10:30 a.m. for “chair” 
yoga.  These hour-long classes are led by Danette 
Lamee, a qualified and experienced yoga instructor.  
United Methodists believe that God’s desire for all 
humans is our health and wholeness.  Through the 
practice of yoga, many people are experiencing 
greater health and vitality!  PLUS, this program 
brings to our facilities many people who do not at-
tend worship here, allowing us the opportunity to 
reach out to them very directly with the love of Jesus.  
This outreach ministry is self-supporting.  Each par-
ticipant pays $50 per month.  EVERYONE is encour-
aged to check out this ministry!  Come one time free 
– as a trial, to see if it can work for you!  (I have done 
the chair yoga – it is WONDERFUL!) 

  La Forza Flute Choir – became a special outreach 
ministry in the late spring and early summer.  Jan 
Erickson is the instructor and conductor for the choir.  
Another “self-supporting” ministry, the fees paid by 
the students covered the costs for this ministry. 
MUMC provided a place to meet and rehearse, and 
a welcoming audience for their culminating concert.  
This year’s concert had well over 100 people from 
the congregation and community coming together to 
enjoy an outstanding program!  We are hopeful this 
ministry will repeat each year! Encore! (An additional 
note:  Jan and 3 of her students at FPU will be pro-
viding the music at the 7 p.m. Christmas Eve worship 
service here at Memorial.  This is a family-friendly 
service, and a special blessing to all who are able to 
be present!) 

These are a couple of “beautiful and holy” works that     
God is doing in our midst!  We are blessed!   
 
What type of new ministries might unfold in 2017?  We are 
very excited to report that MUMC is the recipient of a grant 
from the Conference UMW “Beulah Fund.”  The grant will 
support the training and implementation of “Stephen Minis-
try,” a new way of providing caring Christian support to 
members and friends of our congregation during times of 
greatest challenge in their lives.  
 
At the end of January, we will be sending several people to 
be trained as Stephen Ministry Leaders.  When they return, 
the Leaders will practice what they have learned for several 
months, and about mid-year will begin teaching others how 
to be Stephen Ministers.  In this program people are 
equipped on how to be a supportive companion to others, 
without trying to “fix” other people’s lives.  This ministry will 
augment the pastoral care that I can offer, and compliment 
the work of our “Special Friends” ministry. As a new ap-
proach to “intentional caring,” both those trained as 
Stephen Ministers and those with whom they work will be  
blessed.  Indeed, we anticipate the entire congregation will 
experience a deepening of faith as this program takes hold! 
 
Stephen Ministry Leaders are people who feel a special call 
to be a supportive presence to others in times a greatest 
hardship AND have an interest in empowering others to 
become that supportive presence, too.  If you feel God is 
nudging you to be a Stephen Ministry Leader, please talk 
with me right away!  In the spring of 2017 you will begin to 
hear more about our plans to train others as Stephen Min-
isters. 
 
Even though this year has been challenging, God has done 
wonderful things in our ministries and in our world.  And we 
can see that God is leading us toward greater spiritual vital-
ity in the coming year! Let us keep the faith and keep open-
ing ourselves to be instruments of God’s love in the world.  
As we do this, we become that which is “beautiful and holy” 
for others to experience God’s redeeming love. 
 
-js 



Memorial United Methodist  

Church of Clovis  

1726 Pollasky Ave                   

Clovis, CA 93612   
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 Cookies! 
 

We need cookies for our 

 “Live Nativity-Christmas Card for the 

Community” 

Plan to bring cookies to the church 

 Dec 8th-10th 

mailto:memumc@mem-umc.org

