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" T “What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love
I kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:6)
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Congregational Care
Giving Special Care to Others

SPECIAL FRIENDS
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LESLIE’S SALT SHAKER

Sunday May 20 is Pentecost! | invite you to
wear flame colors to worship. Pentecost is the fiftieth
day after Easter when the first disciples received the
Holy Spirit. The scripture in Acts 2: 1 -21 tells us that
the disciples were all together in the upper room when tongues
of fire appeared over each one, and they began to proclaim the
good news of the gospel. All who heard understood in their own
languages!

We are blessed at Memorial to have ministry occurring in
three language groups every Sunday: English, Hmong and
Korean! All of us proclaiming the good news in our own
language and yet all of us understanding one another: the
saving grace of Jesus Christ!

The Holy Spirit speaks to us in “sighs too deep for words”
regardless of our culture or language. The Holy Spirit brings the
words of scripture, over 2,000 years old, alive and applicable for
a new day. The Holy Spirit guides us in communicating the
message of God’s unconditional love for a new generation. And
yet the message itself never changes!

Christ’s spirit is alive and well and active among us. Our task
is to be present and to listen for the nudgings and the warnings
of the Spirit so we may be attuned to God’s will for us as
individuals and as congregations.

Last month we initiated efforts to begin evangelistic outreach
for church growth to senior adults and to a younger generation
as we contemplate new worship services designed to meet the
needs of each, as well as ministries addressed to each. This is
part of our church growth strategy.

Some are concerned that we are dividing along generational
lines. The gift is the church is the last institution in America
where all generations gather and are present to one another.
Old and young need each other. It is also true that there are
different generational needs that the church needs to address.
These include different styles of worship and music.

The fact is that these worship and musical interests are not
entirely confined to any one specific generation—some younger
people prefer more traditional worship and music while some
older people prefer more contemporary music and worship.

The point is to give people choice. Choice results in more
participation by a greater number of people because more needs
are being met. Targeting specific constituencies through
worship styles and music meets more needs than one blended
service of worship can offer.

Memorial had a service aimed at younger people started
more than 20 years ago. Over time, as the years passed, both
services were meeting the needs of mostly one generation. That
service dwindled and music leadership declined. We combined

the services in order to improve the quality of worship overall,
the energy present in our large sanctuary and to put our best
foot forward musically in order to maximize the strengths that we
had at that time. Now it is time to “branch out” again. We have
many assets now we did not have before both musically and
technologically—AND multi-culturally!

As we age and as the culture changes around us the
differences in generational life experience and needs widens.
Unless we address those realities, we will not reach younger
generations with the gospel. At the same time we have the
opportunity to play to one of our strengths: mature adults. | don't
know of any churches targeting the needs of seniors. So... our
evangelism strategy has a two pronged approach: mature adults
and younger folks.

God is good! Let us lift up these efforts in prayer, seeking the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. | ask each of you to consider how
you can do your part in supporting them. More information will
be coming to you—watch for it.

With hope and anticipation, Pastor Denice Leslie

THE RITUALS OF LEAVING

To the Post Office for change of address cards. To U-Haul for
boxes. Signing out with PG&E and Clovis Water and Sewer. Moving
our address with Better Homes and Gardens, etc. Saying goodbye to
the Memoir Writing Group and the Quilters’ Guild. These are some of
the rituals of leaving.

Yet the most painful rituals are the ones of leaving our Church
family. They have already begun with the hugs at UMW, Men'’s Club,
Thrift Shop, Boutique, Special Friends and Witness Group. You are
missional. We remember the Hmong Ministries and the tremendous
offerings for Katrina’s displaced persons. You worship well. We know
you so well that as you go up for communion we can identify you by
your limp, leap or shuffle. And you know us so well that you can tell at
a glance when we're stressed out.

Day by day our house gets emptier and emptier as things disappear
from the walls to nestle in boxes labeled “kitchen” or “living room”,
threatening to swamp the house. We have to acknowledge that we'll
most likely never again see Shaw and Armstrong, Bullard and Clovis
Avenues and yes, even 1726 Pollasky. And we must admit that
chances are we'll never again see you, our many dear friends and co-
workers in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Because we are called by God to minister to little Timmy and let our
son, Tim, minister to us, we are tearing up our roots here (they got
deeper than we ever dreamed) and going to little city called
Tonganoxie, Kansas with a fine United Methodist Church, not far from
the University of Kansas at Lawrence. There we will go through the
rituals of putting down new roots.

Yet, there is a brighter, positive, hopeful reality. As Dee Carr put it,
“you will be missed but love goes with you”. You are not like our
house. We cannot close the door and walk away. You have given us
too much and have changed us too much, and are inside our hearts.
Some have even said “You be sure to call and tell us when you get
safely to Kansas.” We thank you all.

So Christ is in His Body both here and in Kansas. Thus the spark of
the Holy Spirit leaps from here to there and back. We love you and will
miss you but we are united in the tie that binds our hearts in Christian
love.

Jean and Laurence Hill, April 22, 2007

7



